THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

of Britain in the air than the part which has been
taken in it by men of the countries which the Nazi
hordes have overrun. These men, with no homeland
of their own left to defend,, have brought their brave
hearts and their sharp swords to defend this country
of ours, the last citadel of freedom in the eastern
hemisphere, from the fate which overwhelmed their
own. They have fought, and many of them have
died, for us. They have paid in full measure for the
help which we gave their countries in their need.
The Polish Airmen
Foremost among them, for more than one reason,
are the Poles. They are largely the survivors of the
gallant Polish air force which was caught unawares
and overwhelmed on its aerodromes by the treacher-
ous blow delivered by the Luftwaffe on September i,
1939. They reached Britain by various and devious
ways, and their eagerness to avenge their fallen com-
rades speedily brought them into the air again. Four
squadrons have been formed of Polish subjects. Two
are fighter and two are bomber units. The fighter
squadrons have been particularly successful. They
have won a reputation for ^dare-devil courage and
determination even in the company of their com-
rades in arms in owe magnificent Air Force,
Polish Fighters9 Successes
They were in action in the summer, but it was in
September, 1940, that their quality as wonderful
fighters began to impress all who witnessed it. On
September 2, they cfhtsed a formation of Messer-